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The crest is the official signa-
ture of The United Church of 
Canada, placed on legal docu-
ments, ordination and commis-
sioning certificates, and li-
cences to perform the sacra-
ments. Designed by the Rev. 
Dr. Victor T. Mooney (a treas-
urer of the United Church), it 
was officially adopted in 1944 
by the 11th General Council. 
 
For our church members, this 
insignia is a spiritual and his-
toric reminder. Its oval shape 
is derived from the outline of a 
fish , a symbol of identity by 
early Christians. The initials of 
the words "Jesus Christ, Son 
of God, Saviour" spell the 
Greek word for fish. 
 
The crest is designed in the 
form of a St. Andrew's Cross 
with an insignia in each of the 
four corners. The "X" at the 
centre, the first letter of the 
Greek word for Christ, is a tra-
ditional symbol for Christ. In 
the four corners of the crest 
are symbols, three of which 
are particularly associated with 
the three communionsð
Congregational, Methodist, 
and Presbyterianðthat united 
to form The United Church of 
Canada in 1925. 
 

¶    The open Bible  represents 
the Congregational Churches 
with their emphasis upon 
God's truth that makes people 
free. From this communion we 
have a heritage of liberty in 
prophesying, love of  spiritual 
freedom, awareness of the 
creative power of the Holy 
Spirit, and clear witness for 
civic justice. 

¶ The dove  is emblematic of 
the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:10) 
whose transforming power has 
been a distinctive mark of 
Methodism. Here our heritage 
is one of evangelical zeal, con-
cern for human redemption, 
warmth of Christian fellowship, 
the testimony of spiritual ex-
perience, and the ministry of 
sacred song. 
 

¶ The burning bush  is the 

symbol of Presbyterianism. It 
refers to the bush that burned 
and was not consumed 
(Exodus 3:2), and symbolizes 
the indestructibility of the 
church. From Presbyterianism 
we have received a heritage of 
high regard for the dignity in 
worship, the education of all 
people, the authority of scrip-
ture, and the church as the 
Body of Christ. 
 

¶    The symbols alpha  and 
omega  in the lower quarter are 
the first and last letters of the 
Greek alphabet. They symbol-
ize the eternal living God, in 
the fullness of creation 
(Revelation 1:8). 
 

¶    The Latin words ut omnes 
unum sint that surround the 
symbols on the crest mean 
That all may be one  and are 
taken from John 17:21. They 
are a reminder that we are 
both a "united" and "uniting" 
church. 
 
In 1980, a French translation 
of The United Church of Can-
adaðL'Église Unie du Can-
adaðwas authorized by Gen-
eral Council to be added to the 
crest. 

The United Church Crest 

òthis insignia is a spiritual and 

historic reminder. Its oval 

shape is derived from the 

outline of a fish, a symbol of 

identity by early Christians.  

The initials of the words "Jesus 

Christ, Son of God, Saviour" 

spell the Greek word for fish.ó 

The United Church of Canada 

celebrated its  

85th anniversary on June 10. 



Q. What brought you to St. 
Andrew's? How long have 
you been here? 
 A.  I was born in Montreal in 
1948 and was brought up in 
the Anglican Church. Murray 
and I attended the Unitarian 
Church together and were 
married in the Church of the 
Messiah Unitarian Church 
on Sherbrooke St. in Mont-
real, which was later burned 
down by the organist! Can 
you imagine? We lived in 
Chicago for a few years and 
when we moved to Toronto, 
we went in search of a 
church. The Unitarian 
Church in Toronto down-
played Christianity. I was 
definitely not returning to the 
Anglican Church. Bronwyn 
was almost 2 years old. How 
could we go to a church that 
didnôt permit female leader-
ship?  So, we tried the 
United Church, Deer Park, 
and were at home. 
About 7 years ago we 
moved into a condo in the 
neighbourhood and were 
familiar with St. Andrewôs 
where we had attended 
meetings but never wor-
shipped. It was a treat to 
reconnect with Kurt and 
Halina whom we have 
known for a long time. 

Q. What does St. Andrew's 
mean to you? Why is it im-
portant to you to be part of 
this community? 

 A. A church community is 
like no other community and 
is very important to me. 
People come from very dif-
ferent backgrounds and 
places, but share the Chris-
tian tradition. I can remem-
ber when Bronwyn was very 
small, her grandparents 
were not nearby. But did she 
ever have many sets of 
grandparents at church!  

St. Andrewôs is a very caring 
community with a great tra-
dition and emphasis on wor-
ship and music. It is also a 
learning, evolving commu-
nity by the nature of its 
membership and location.   

Q. How has your faith 
helped you in your life?  
 My faith has kept me 
grounded. I try to live by the 
two simple commandments: 
love your God with all your 
heart and love your 
neighbour as yourself. I took 
up this challenge as a teen-
ager and have been working 
at it ever since. It is not a 
simple exercise and pro-
vides great focus in all sorts 
of situations. 

Q. What spiritual practices 
do you use regularly?  
 A.  My spiritual practices 
centre around prayer and 
reading. I pray frequently, 
anywhere and anytime ï 
while walking Nelson, our 
beagle, is a favourite. I also 
read books on any topic 
around spirituality. Of 
course, the Bible is my fa-
vourite and I have a copy 
which is earmarked, written 
in, cross referenced, etc. 
Each Lent I select a book of 
the Bible for study. This year 
I studied John.    

Q. What do you do outside 
of St. Andrew's?  

 A. For many years I worked 
at a bank and in 1995 I de-
cided I had spent enough 
time ñdoing thingsò and 
wanted to understand ñwhy I 
do thingsò. To me, this 
meant trying to understand 
my religion ð should be 
easy! So I went to Em-
manuel College for 5 years 
and I must say, I ended up 
with more questions than 

when I started. After I gradu-
ated, I joined the Board of 
Trustees of the Toronto 
School of Theology (TST), 
and my experience at work 
and as a student at TST 
were most helpful. I have 
been very active and am 
now Past-Chair of the 
Board, having served as 
Chair for four years. 
My family and friends are 
very important to me. 
Murray and I do many things 
together ï travel, read, enjoy 
our place up north, attend 
the opera and symphony.     

Q. Favourite scriptural verse 
or spiritual quote? 
A.  I just love the Magnificat 
(Luke 1: 47-55). Maryôs in-
tense feelings, spoken by a 
young woman who is preg-
nant with her first child, are 
very real to me. Sheôs con-
fiding in her cousin, Eliza-
beth, and exposing her 
deepest feelings. This is 
universal joy and thanks 
expressed by a mother to 
be, overwhelmed by the gift 
of life, Godôs mystery of life.  

Q. What is one thing you 
give thanks for? 

 A. I give thanks for this 
wonderful life.      

òThis is universal joy 

and thanks expressed 

by a mother to be, 

overwhelmed by the 

gift of life, Godõs 

mystery of lifeó. 
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Ministry & Personnel Com-

mittee 



Summerhill Boys and Girls Club  

ñthe way we 
welcome children 

in Church 

directly affects the 

way they 

respond to 

Church, God and 

Christó 
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An organization that St. Andrewõs supports through grants and gifts 

Hello. I am the parent of a child who is in Girl's Club at Cottingham School. I had meant to 
chat to Deborah Scott a few weeks back when she attended the end of year party. Would 
you please forward this message to her? 
 
Dear Deborah, [Deborah and Jamie Scott are co-chairs of our Stewardship & Outreach Committee] 

I am sorry I missed the opportunity to speak to you in person at the Girl's Club party. My 
daughter, Helena, has been in Girl's Club for two years. I wanted to let you know how grate-
ful we are to have this program. In speaking with several parents of girls in the program now 
and in the past, universally they agree that their daughters adore the program! Most of our 
kids are involved in several structured activities, but Girl's Club is a BIG favourite. Clearly, a 
crucial part of the winning recipe is the people ð Bill and his team are super. I do also think 
there is something quite unique about the program. The mix of 'old fashioned' games and 
crafts is VERY appealing to the girls and they can't get enough. And really I think many kids 
don't 'just play' for the fun of it enough these days. I am a child and adolescent psychiatrist 
with an interest in female aggression. 
Girl's Club, which fosters cooperation and inclusion is the kind of program that can contrib-
ute to positive socialization in girls! So, thank you so much for your ongoing support. 
Frankly, I think Girl's Club is a model that should be replicated across the GTA. 
 
Again, thank you! 
Sincerely, 
Kate Cochrane 

1.  Relax!  God put the wiggle in 
children ï donôt feel you have  
to suppress it in Godôs house, 

 

2.  Sit toward the front where it is 

easier to see and hear, 

 

3.  Use a gentle touch: an arm around 
your childôs shoulder, your hand 
in his/hers to give reassurance and 
appropriate attention, 

 

4.  Explain quietly the parts of the 

service, 

 

5.  Help your child find the pages in 
the bulletin, on the Power Point  
screen and/or in the Voices United 
and More Voices Hymnary 
 
 

6.  Sing the hymns, pray, voice the 
responses, children learn 
liturgical behaviour by copying 
yours, 

 

7.  Bring some soft toys, pencils, 

etc. for their use,  

 

8.  If your child needs to leave the 

service, do so, but come back, 

 

9.  Always remember that the way we 
welcome children in church 
directly affects the way they 
respond to church, God and 
Christ; let them know that they 
are at home in this liturgy of 
praise and thanksgiving. 
 

Submitted with encouragement  
and a desire to nurture the 
younger voices in the St. Andrewôs 
worship community. See you in 
church.   Mark Ruhnke  

PARENTS OF  YOUNG CHILDREN  
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This June marks the 85th anniversary of the United Church of Canada and in the coming months we celebrate 

Godôs people active here at St. Andrewôs United Church for our 180th anniversary,  no ordinary time in the life 

of our denomination or congregation. We are not solely defined by the values of our denominational structure 

but they hold a special place in our collective hearts.  

 

There are many individual holy days within the church year associated with the seasons of the life of the 

church. These special days mark the movement of sacred time within the church calendar. The time Pentecost 

is known as ñOrdinary Timeò. Rather than meaning common or mundane, ñordinary timeò comes from the word 

"ordinal," which simply means counted time (First Sunday after Pentecost, etc.), which is probably a better way 

to think of this time of the year.  Counted time after Pentecost always begins with Trinity Sunday (the first Sun-

day after Pentecost) and ends with Reign of Christ Sunday (last Sunday before the beginning of Advent).  

 

The focus in this season is often on social justice and action to as an expression of the reign of God among 

Godôs people, especially the mission of the church in the world. As we at St. Andrewôs move forward we begin 

the process of recovering and renewing our vision of a church faithfully engaged in our local community for the 

further glory of our God. 

 

Anniversaries are appropriate times in the life of the church to remember where weôve been and to reflect on 

where we are going in our sacred journey. Our community of faith has moved through many forms of structure 

both architectural and administrative yet, at core, our roots are firmly held in the worship of the God who cre-

ated us. We celebrate before God our commitment to our local community and our personal journey in the faith 

as we welcome the following new members to our worshipping community; Angela Carmichael, Jennifer Dick, 

Andrea Duncan, Frances Locke (adherent), Melody Gaukel, Ann Hughes, Philip Levett, Jack MacDougall, 

Lorne Nehring, Zeenat Remtulla, Tom Reynolds, Ruth Ann Sanders, Karin Sonne, Jeffica Toulouse, Teresa 

Yang; Volunteer Associate Ministers: Janet MacPherson (Retired Diaconal), Rev. Dr. Mark Toulouse. 

 

We live amidst the swirling energy of Godôs Spirit as it moves through 85 years of The United Church of Can-

ada and almost 180 years of the heritage of St. Andrewôs United Church. May we rise to the task of building our 

local church and in the vision of a uniting church offering leadership in an age when speaking for the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ takes courage and deep commitment. 

 

Rev. Mark MacLean 

Looking Backward and Forward 

Pastoral Care  
Please notify Rev. Mark Mac-

Lean or Elizabeth Mowat, Chair 

of Membership, Hospitality, and 

Pastoral Care 

- if you know of someone who is 

ill, in the hospital, or would like 

to be visited 

- if you or someone you know 

would like Home Communion. 

Photo Directory  

Do you remember 2006?  We celebrated 
the 175

th
 anniversary of St. Andrewôs with a 

photo directory.  Is it time for a new one?  It 
is wonderful to have so many new mem-
bers. 



"Drawing a highly inspir-
ing message from each 
of these women's lives, 
Joan Chittister invites us 
to seek and embrace 
friendship as it is embod-
ied between women, 
between God the Crea-
tor and all of creation, 
and between all human 
beings." 
-submitted by 

 the Rev. Bart van Nie 

Our library received as 
a donation the 
book  "THE FRIEND-
SHIP OF WOMEN", 
subtitle: The Hidden 
Tradition of the Bible, 
by Joan  Chittister. The 
book is about twelve 
women in the Bible and 
their experiences. 

Christian Resource Centre (CRC)  

New in the  St.  Andrewõs Library 
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An organization that St. Andrewõs supports through grants and gifts 

A Big Thank You!  

For over 45 years the CRC has bettered the lives of over 100,000 marginalized people, by providing 
meals, housing, training, employment and access to healthy foods. 

 

The CRC works with two very vulnerable groups:  those experiencing homelessness and those living in 
Regent Park. For those experiencing homelessness, we provide an opportunity to establish a trusting rela-
tionship, leading to the ability to have honest and open discussions about what their needs are, and how 
we can help them to fulfill those needs. We know that housing is the first step in regaining resiliency. Cou-
pled with our own housing, we work with landlords across the city who operate rooming houses helping to 
ensure that the people are adequately housed and  supported to stay housed. 
 
For those living in Regent Park, although they may have homes, their community is being completely re-
developed (15-year project).  This means that everyone in Regent Park will have to move away, leave 
friends and networks, change schools, find new doctors ... the list goes on. They will have to move for a 
period of two to four years but will have the option to move back into newly built housing. The redevelop-
ment is acknowledged by the community as a good thing, but it does come with emotional turmoil and un-
rest. The community has asked that agencies such as the CRC ensure that ALL members of the commu-
nity are welcomed, supported and integrated back into their new community. 
 
The CRC understands the needs of those in Regent Park and we are acting boldly by: 

Building 87 units of affordable housing 
Developing a Community Hub, where all people can come together to build lives and create commu-

nity. 
Creating a Multi-Faith Worship Centre, where the spiritual needs of this multi-cultural community will be 

met. 
With the financial support we receive from individuals and churches, we are able to continue to better the 
lives of many. 

 

We would like to thank you on behalf of the Staff, Board of Directors and Participants of our programs for 

your generous contribution in 2009. Together, we are making a difference!  

 
If you would like more information on our donors program ( human & financial ) please contact Simone 
McLaughlin at ( 416 ) 363 ï 4234 ext. 231 or email: simonem@tcrc.ca 

 

Peace and Blessings to all, 

                                           Debra Dineen 

                                           Executive Director 

Who Are You?  

Watch your thoughts,  
for they become your words.  
Choose your words,  
for they become your actions.  

Understand your actions,  
for they become your habits.  
Study your habits,  
for they become your charac-
ter.  

  
by Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr.  
Physician, Writer and Abolitionist  
17th century America  
submitted by Karin Sonne  

Karen Sonne would 

like to meet some-

one in the church 

community who 

would like to play 

chess once a week, 

somebody who 

would enjoy a 

weekly rendezvous 

of chess, in her 

home or theirs. Let 

the office know. 

mailto:simonem@tcrc.ca


The font was in the West-

minster-Central chapel but 

came originally from Old St. 

Andrewôs Church. The old 

font in the Westminster 

church took four men to 

carry it. You could bathe two 

babies in that big stone font. 

The Old St. Andrewôs font 

was in the chapel in the 

Westminster-Central build-

ing so they thought it was 

better for our smaller 

church.  
 

The Font 

Paul Haines, Twila Wayne, 
Emma Lepri, Emilia Von dem 
Hagen, Ann Hughes, Faye 
Ross, Michael Cosh, Ae Ran 
Suh, Betty Minaker, Lisa Par-
miter, Robert Bruce, Kee Ip, 
Jim Allan, and Elizabeth 
Parker.  Many thanks to all 23 
of you! 

Lemonade will be served in the 
summer.  No one is being as-
signed, so if you can help, 
please do so. 

St. Andrewôs Circle of 
Friends is a new name for a 
revitalized Care Ring.  
Watch for more information 
in the fall!  An interested 
group has agreed to some 
revised expectations as we 
continue to extend hospital-
ity and demonstrate care for 
each other. 

Have you enjoyed coffee / juice 
in the narthex before or after 
church?  Many thanks to Jerry 
Ross for all his help, and to Twila 
Wayne for coordinating the many 
volunteers.  Our willing volun-
teers since February have in-
cluded Bronwyn Corlett, Val 
Hooton-Archibald, Cathy Gulli, 
Mark Petrie, Dianne Yaneff, 
Clara Haines,  Joyce Ford, 
Moemi Takushima, Akane Ku-
makura, 
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Circle of  Friends  

 Gifts from Our History  

as remembered by the Rev. Dr. Richard Davidson, Minister Emeritus 

You can build a building with ten square feet of floor 

space for every square foot of land. In order to put an 

organ in like the one in the old church it would take a 

huge room, probably equivalent to the size of the present 

sanctuary. When choosing our organ, they listened to 

electric organs and consulted the physics department of 

the University of Toronto and learned that you cannot 

tell, if you have proper speakers, the difference between  

an electric organ and pipe organ except for one small 

thing that was almost inaudible. It was the best electric 

organ that you could buy at the time this church was 

built. Originally in this church the choir was in the bal-

cony. 

The Organ 

Coffee, Juice and Lemonade  

St. Andrews United Church, will be hosting its sec-
ond annual PRIDE Week service. The ceremonyôs 
theme ñYou Belong with Godò reflects the diverse 
nature of the neighbourhood and congregation, 
using words and music to welcome those attending 
this yearôs PRIDE Toronto celebrations. 
Donations will be accepted for Casey House. 

When : Sunday, June 27th  
TIME: 7 pm ï 8 pm 
Who : Rev. Elizabeth MacDonald 
(Sydenham Street United, Kingston ON) 
Musical Guests:  Guys Like Us and Sing-
ing Out Choirs 

St. Andrewõs Pride Worship Service 
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