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Cornerstone

Holy Week and Easter

Jesus Christ is healing, healing in the streets;
curing those who suffer, touching those he greets.
Listen, Lord Jesus, | have pity too.

Let my care be active, healing just like you.

The season of Easter brings with it experiences of joy and excitement for the coming of love incarnate, the
risen Christ who walks that one essential healing step before us. At Easter we celebrate the Resurrection of
Jesus, the cornerstone of our faith and anchor of the liturgical year observed at least since the fourth cen-
tury. Even in churches that traditionally do not observe the other historic seasons of the church year, Easter
has occupied a central place as the high feast of Christian worship.

Our changing colours in the sanctuary from the purple of Lent to the black of Good Friday provide graphic

visual symbols for the Lenten pilgrimage. The colours of Easter (gold & white) and the following Sundays

help communicate the movement of sacred time as well as personal faith journeys. This year we hear

Christdés call to open our hearts to the faith journeys o
churches, on our surrounding streets.

Holy Week and Easter :

Maundy Thursday: 7:00 pm, April 1 7 Who Would the Disciples Be Today?
Adramaticre-t el | i ng of the fALast Suppero by our own
Good Friday:
Stations Of The Cross: 8:00 am, April 2 T Our Lady of Lourdes. Join members of
our Ecumenical Coalition as we walk the Stations of the Cross through St. James

Town.
Good Friday Service: 11:00 am, April2 T AA Requi emd by El eanor Dal
at St. Andrew6s for our shared choral communi
rian.

Easter Sunday: 11:00 am, April 4 T A Service of Praise and Celebration.

May this season and celebration of Easter be a time of healing and reconciliation,
a time to renew and
reflect on Godbos sacred movement in

Jesus Christ is calling, calling in the streets,
'Who will join my journey? | will guide their feet.'
Listen, Lord Jesus, let my fears be few.

Walk one step before me; | will follow you.

VU 1171 Jesus Christ is Waiting vs. 3 & 5

- Rev. Mark MacLean
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Getting to Know...Janet MacPherson

Q. What brought you to
St. Andrew's? How long
have you been here?

A. | came to St. An-
drewbds in
because it took me 4 min-
utes to walk there, and
when | got there, there
were lots of really friendly
people and the music is
great.

Q. What does St. An-
drew's mean to you? Why
is it important to you to be
part of this community?

A St .
church home.
ple that | w

a community of people
that | care about, and |
feel a real sense of be-
longing there. It provides
the kind of music and
worship that have mean-
ing for me.

Q. How has your faith
helped you in your life?

My faith has always
given me a sense of di-
rection and purpose. At
ti mes when |
struggling to know what |
shoul d be

—
Maundy Thursday Service

7pm, April 1

199

doi

waited in
always felt that God led
me in the direction |
needed to go. One inci-
dent | remember particu-
larly well was my gradua-
tion from theological col-
lege. All my classmates
had placements and |
was still struggling be-
cause |
where to go; but, in
prayer, God seemed to
lead me to just the right
place.

Q. What spiritual prac-

An dr e vtices doyou use regu-

larly?

O A. Meditation is impor-

tant for me. Singing
hymns has particular
meaning for me as well.
Prayer happens any time
| feel like having a chat
with God.

Q. What do you do out-
side of St. Andrew's?

A. Not much! St. An-
drewbs keeps
busy! | enjoy going to

. theatre, the symphony,

and | do love to travel.

oy RPN, e v o

Maundy Thursday is the day when Christians remember and

celebrate the final meeting of the twelve disciples with Jesus at the

Last Supper in the Upper Room. The service will include

a dramatic re-visioning of the Last Supper performed by members

of

congrlelgeatDiosnc itp Itd se dAnfio n g

pr aQ.Howold are you?

A. 68. Being a senior citi-
zen is great.

Q. Where were you born?
A. In Moncton, New
Brunswick

Q. Where do you live
now?
A. On Bloor Street in a

di dn 6 condo.

Q. Favourite scriptural
verse or spiritual quote?

A. John 10:
come that you might have
life, and have it to the

full. 0o To me
. joy and grief, pain and

triumph, challenge and
success. And never being
alone, because God is
with us.

m

Janet MacPherson
is chair of the
Communication
Committee.

Us. 0

e

10:

=13

ul



Page 3

Where Did The Wood Of The Cross Come From?

A special Easter reflection contributed by Miriam Skey, D.Phil.

Among all the symbols of the
Christian religion, the Cross is
the most significant. We think of
it especially at Easter with the
Crucifixion but our attention
moves firmly from Christ cruci-
fied on the Cross on Good Fri-
day to the Good News of the
risen Christ of Easter Sunday.
Did you ever wonder what hap-
pened to the Cross? An even
more interesting question is,
O0Where did they
build the Cross?
all the way back to the Garden
of Eden and Adam and Eve.

People in the Middle Ages
thought about this very question
and eventually they developed a
body of | egends
Rood6é (the Holy
traced its whole history, from

the very seeds of the trees the
wood came from to the discov-
ery of the Cross hundreds of
years after the Crucifixion. Most
of these stories are told in the
early apocryphal gospels and in
medieval poems and illuminated
manuscripts. Here are some of
the stories about that very spe-
cial wood.

ADAM

One of the earliest stories talks
about Adam. When he was dy-
ing Adam sent his youngest
son, Seth, back to the gates of
the Garden of Eden (Paradise)
to ask the archangel Michael for
oil from the Tree of Mercy in the
garden. Seth asks his father
how to find the road and what to
say to the angel. Adam tells
him: a green path leads east-
ward to the gate of Paradise; on
it are the withered footsteps of
Adam and Eve, where no grass
has grown since they left the

Garden of Eden. Seth finds the
way to the gate of Paradise,

and begs for the oil of mercy.
Michael explains that Adam
cannot have the oil of mercy but
Christ shall come down from
heaven and be baptized by

John and then anoint all who
believe in him with the oil of
mercy. This wil!/l
5,500 years. 6 Thi
length of time people in the Mid-
dle Ages calculated it would be
until the coming of Christ.

There is a manuscript, dating
from the late 10" or early 11"
century, in the Bodleian Library
in Oxford, that takes this story
back even further. It is called
the Caedmon manuscript and it
contains a poem by Caedmon,
one of the earliest poems ever
written in English; it is about the
Creation. In the illustration for
the third day of Creation, when
God created the dry land and
vegetation, the artist drew a tiny
cross among the branches of
one of the trees. A few pages
later, in a picture of Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden, on
each side of Adam and Eve
there is a tree, to which they are
pointing, evidently the Tree of
Life and the Tree of Knowledge.
Between them is a sapling with
three separate stems. These
illustrations are small rough
sketches but a theme is appear-
ing. Why is there a cross in a
tree at Creation? And why does
the sapling have three separate
stems?

In the Middle Ages many po-
ems and stories were told about
the Cross (then called the Holy
Rood) and the Oil of Mercy.
One of the earliest, Cursor
Mundi, again has Adam send-
ing Seth to Paradise for the oil

h
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of mercy; he does not come back
empty-handed, however, butis

given three seeds from the Tree

of Knowledge that Adam had

eaten from, against
mandment. After Adam died, Seth
planted these seeds, just as the

angel Michael told him to do, un-

der Adamoés tongue w
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Seth buries Adam and puts the three seeds of the Tree
of Life under his toncu

buried in the Vale of Hebron.

These seeds grew into three rods

in Hebron. They stood there,

growing from Adamods
Noahoés fl ood, and we

ing through the time of Abraham
until the time of Moses. Each was
three or four feet high and no
more.

Continued on next page



